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SECTION I – EU TOPICS 
RELEVANT TO THE DEN-
TAL PROFESSION 
DIRECTIVE ON THE RECOGNI-
TION OF PROFESSIONAL 
QUALIFICATIONS (PQD) 
On 15 November 2013, the Council 
of the EU adopted the review of the 
Professional Qualifications Directive 
(PQD). 

The main features concerning the 
dental profession include i) basic 
dental training comprising at least 
five years of study, which may in 
addition be expressed with the 
equivalent ECTS credits and con-
sisting of at least 5 000 hours of full-
time theoretical and practical train-
ing, ii) possibility for Member States 
to refuse partial access to the pro-
fession on the grounds of public 
health concerns, iii) obligation for 
Member States’ competent authori-
ties to alert, through a specific alert 
mechanism, the authorities of other 
Member States about professionals 
who are no longer entitled to prac-
tice as a result of a disciplinary ac-
tion or criminal conviction, and iv) 
possibility for Member States’ com-
petent authorities to conduct lan-
guage controls in order to verify that 
professionals are in possession of 
necessary language skills.  

The PQD entered into force 20 days 
after its publication in the Official 
Journal of the EU. Member States 
have 2 years to adapt their national 
laws to the modernised PQD. 

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION 
REGULATION (GDPR) 
On 6 December 2013, the EU 
Council discussed the proposed 
General Data Protection Regulation 
with a focus on the one-stop-shop 
mechanism and related questions 
on judicial review and judicial re-
dress.  
The vote in the European Parlia-
ment plenary has been postponed 
until 12 March 2014. The data pro-
tection framework is currently not 
expected to be adopted before the 
end of 2014. 

MEDICAL DEVICES REGULA-
TION  
During the meeting of the Employ-
ment, Social Policy, Health and Con-
sumer Affairs (EPSCO) Council on 
10 – 11 December 2013, the pro-
posed Medical Devices Regulation 
was discussed. Several delegations 
expressed their opposition towards 
the reprocessing of medical devices 
classified by the manufacturer as 
‘single-use’ and assessed that if re-
processing was allowed at the EU 
level, reprocessors should be sub-
ject to the same requirements as 
manufacturers. Some delegations, 
referring to reprocessing as a pos-
sible cost-saving measure, wanted 
to make sure that only medical de-
vices which could not be reproc-
essed to be labelled as ‘single-use’. 
Other delegations had preference to 
allow Member States to decide if 
medical devices could be reproc-
essed, provided that patient safety 
was ensured.  

TOBACCO PRODUCTS DIREC-
TIVE 
On 26 February 2014, the European 
Parliament approved in plenary the 
draft legislation updating the To-
bacco Products Directive. The new 
legislation would require all packs to 
carry health warnings covering 65% 
of their surface, front and back; e-
cigarettes would be regulated either 
as medicinal products, if marketed 
as a quit aid, or as tobacco prod-
ucts. Furthermore, flavourings in 
cigarettes would be banned, as well 
as certain additives particularly 
damaging for health but those es-
sential for tobacco production such 
as sugar would be authorised; other 
additives would be listed.  

The text is expected to be approved 
by the EU Council on 14 March. Af-
ter the approval and its publication 
in the Official Journal of the EU, 
Member States will have 2 years to 
adapt their national laws.  

Tobacco remains the largest health 
threat in the EU; every year it kills 
around 700,000 people. 

GUIDELINES ON MINIMUM  
PATIENT SUMMARY DATASET 
On 19 November 2013, during the 
4th meeting of the eHealth Network1, 
Member States adopted guidelines 
on patient summary dataset for 
electronic exchange. The guidelines 
                                                        
 
1 eHealth Network, established according to 
Art. 14 of the Directive 2011/24/EU (Cross-
border Healthcare Directive), brings together 
all 28 Member States and is co-chaired by 
the European Commission and Austria. 

CED EU INFO 
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Introduction 
Welcome to the 1st issue of CED EU Info of 2014. This issue is divided in two sections: the first section provides updates 
on EU topics relevant to the dental profession and the second section contains more general information regarding EU 
policy.  

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/intm/139598.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/jha/139938.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/jha/139938.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/registre/docs_autres_institutions/commission_europeenne/com/2012/0011/COM_COM%282012%290011_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/registre/docs_autres_institutions/commission_europeenne/com/2012/0011/COM_COM%282012%290011_EN.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:354:0132:0170:EN:PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/health/medical-devices/files/revision_docs/proposal_2012_542_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=AMD&format=WORD&reference=A7-0276/2013&secondRef=190-190&language=EN
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ehealth/docs/guidelines_patient_summary_en.pdf
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http://www.eudental.eu/library/104/files/Parliamentary_questions_related_to_dentistry_in_2012-20130226-1717.docx
http://ec.europa.eu/health/scientific_committees/consultations/public_consultations/scenihr_consultation_18_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/health/scientific_committees/emerging/docs/scenihr_o_040.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/scientific_committees/emerging/docs/scenihr_o_040.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/patient_safety/consultations/patient_safety_quality_care_cons2013_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/health/patient_safety/docs/council_2009_en.pdf
http://www.elections2014.eu/en


3 / 3  

Commission is officially appointed 
by the Council. 
More information is available on the 
Commission’s website. 

EPSCO COUNCIL MEETING 
The Employment, Social Policy, 
Health and Consumer Affairs (EP-
SCO) Council met on 10 – 11 De-
cember 2013. The Council agreed 
on a general approach on the en-
forcement directive on the posting of 
workers. It looked at initiatives en-
couraging youth employment. The 
Council exchanged views on the 
European Semester 2014 in the 
area of employment and social pol-
icy as well as on the proposed legis-
lation on medical devices (see page 
1 of this newsletter). The Council 
also adopted conclusions on the 
ongoing reflection process on mod-
ern, responsive and sustainable 
health systems. The conclusions re-
flect the progress made since the 
launch of the reflection process in 
June 2011, examine the challenges 
currently faced by national health 
systems and invite the Commission 
and Member States to take further 
steps to identify effective ways of 
investing in health. 

REPORT ON HEALTH INE-
QUALITIES IN THE EU 
On 11 December 2013, the Euro-
pean Commission published the re-
port ‘Health inequalities in the EU’. 
The report outlines new evidence of 
health inequalities in the EU and the 
policy response at both EU and na-
tional levels since 2009.  

PRIORITIES OF THE GREEK 
PRESIDENCY OF THE EU 
COUNCIL 
On 10 December 2013, the Greek 
Health Minister Spyridon Adonis 
Georgiadis presented the priorities 
of the Greek Presidency in the area 
of health. During the first six months 
of 2014, the Greek Presidency is fo-
cusing on the progress of a number 
of legislative files and specifically 
tobacco products, clinical trials, 

pharmacovigilance fees and trans-
parency directive; however, the top 
priority will be a significant progress 
on medical devices legislation. In 
terms of non-legislative work, the 
Presidency will concentrate on pro-
moting successfully implemented 
initiatives towards more efficient 
healthcare systems and better pub-
lic health. 

COUNCIL CONCLUSIONS ON 
EFFICIENT AND INNOVATIVE 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
TO INVEST IN SKILLS 
On 24 February 2014, the EU 
Council adopted conclusions on ‘Ef-
ficient and Innovative Education and 
Training to Invest in Skills – Sup-
porting the 2014 European Semes-
ter’. The conclusions focus mainly 
on the need for education and train-
ing systems across the EU to im-
prove skills performance to make 
sure that young people and low-
skilled adults acquire skills and 
competences relevant to today’s la-
bour market. The conclusions also 
urge for a more innovative approach 
to education and training by incor-
porating digital forms of learning into 
mainstream education, as well as 
calling Member States to make full 
use of the new generation of finan-
cial instruments, particularly the 
Erasmus+ Programme and the Eu-
ropean Structural and Investment 
Funds.  

Comments, questions and con-
tributions please contact: 
ced@eudental.eu  

http://ec.europa.eu/about/index_en.htm
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/lsa/139998.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/lsa/140004.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/social_determinants/docs/healthinequalitiesineu_2013_en.pdf
http://gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/greek-health-minister-presented-priorities-greek-presidency-epsco-council
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/educ/141138.pdf

